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Increase the speed of the DQN learning process with the
Eligibility Traces

Seyed Ali Khoshroo, Seyed Hossein Khasteh

Abstract: To accelerate the learning process in high-dimensional learning problems, the
combination of TD techniques, such as Q-learning or SARSA, is usually used with the mechanism of
Eligibility Traces. In the newly introduced DQN algorithm, it has been attempted to using deep neural
networks in Q learning, to enable reinforcement learning algorithms to reach a greater understanding
of the visual world and to address issues Spread in the past that was considered unbreakable. DQN,
which is called a deep reinforcement learning algorithm, has a low learning speed. In this paper, we
try to use the mechanism of Eligibility Traces, which is one of the basic methods in reinforcement
learning, in combination with deep neural networks to improve the learning process speed. Also, for
comparing the efficiency with the DQN algorithm, a number of Atari 2600 games were tested and the
experimental results obtained showed that the proposed method significantly reduced learning time
compared to the DQN algorithm and converges faster to the optimal model.

Keywords: Deep Neural Networks, Deep Q Networks (DQN), Eligibility Traces, Deep
Reinforcement Learning.

[ DOI: 10.52547/joc.14.4.13 ]

o sb e | s o881~ ) 533 5l 5 J S ledige ezl S e ol e o LS 13 0 0ty 5


http://dx.doi.org/10.52547/joc.14.4.13
https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.20088345.1399.14.4.10.4
https://joc-isice.ir/article-1-668-en.html

[ Downloaded from joc-isice.ir on 2026-01-30 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.20088345.1399.14.4.10.4 ]

[ DOI: 10.52547/joc.14.4.13 ]

Sl ST 5580 LDQN (55l a3 o 2130 ¥

sl g G e (5 5 5 e o

) [VF] It g5 ae oKt 5 (W] Q 5,55k slapz S
Gl Lo )3 DAN ol (Uil o Goor e Sl Sl o 5
S5 1OT 3l gl 5 ol 5o 5 s 2la3T YE e (o6
(b el 1 9) 4 bl 65 b (5L cp ki 53 50357 Jus g S
bz Jlew & Gy cnl dlesl bl s STy s (oD 0 5 e &
T TR RO Jo . o PRI [ PR WP & PPN T P
3038 e (6315 wlio 8 gs (S0 5T e Sl (55 3L (slaand
SLS 5 4 5L (e ped 4 Tl (S i 35050 ks 2
L Sk 6 55 Gras s SeSs 5 558 5,500 1 6 500
oS

(pEE) a3le Q 6,83k o2 S Slaprests o e 31 Se
110 ]l TD(A) 5Q 5,85k 51 (oS 5 4 22k QA) 5, SaL
RS o Py T P W PYCI PR P S KO S RPN
OT @) (Sl JBT p 580 o Canl 0T e JA V[ AS o foe
Gl Jos 5 old otalioe (glac Il (Ml dmdus ,b 8 ks 5 L1,
R

S (Sagls ST 255065 Sl oslizad ol cpon (535 el a5
Sestial b iy oal Q) 6,850 2,8 o g 4 58 o0
Sl & (DAN lan) Wb 8 cpasnd Ol si6 4 Gro (gre sl e
oS Sl G s G Gl b 31 saeS Sl
S oy S I S 3l e B35 n 03l Qyslis
3ys0 Y80 o UT Glage b Sl ol 53 i dalss &1l ol s
3,8 o Sl

S5 (63 (B a5 s Sl (B me 4 i aalsl s
e §3lgnin 03 ) S A5 a5 a3 s e Q6500
Al g5 0315 0L OT 51 oy o il g5t 031 8 0T 5 Shae 0 gous 5 0k
¢ DQN ;iys.. T lassb 5l ealams s ok &1 5 I3) S Al
pol 28 S e ekl S gl Pl S (o s
Pshs

B0 g Y
S iy G0 @B L gy Sl e 258 (6,5 3L Jule s
23 Ll ol Lo &K 53 (MDP) O 85 (6,8 e 13
3o MDP ¢S alis ¢ Jos 5 Sl (6ldd 035 35udoe )50
e o5 alie b8 5 (ool ilen 55 bl 55 5 35k e oulil
3,40 3g9dowe MDP & s aeus g 8 BB 39l MDP &

2,8 o )P

T TX F N RSP T SO P P
A8 e 8L s sl g Olalis ¢ e Cbu‘ Loy asls Jolas 35

35 odalie a3l b i ¢S bt SbL s 4487 S5 B Dl

doudo -

36 4l il (51 i s ler [Y V] 258 65 5L
il Sl o5 Jole & (ablin sl iyl o5 (S el 4
Gapl e bs,E s oS OT ol 5 03,5 S35 1) Slali
s S [V] 38 Iyt 5 (6ol (258 (55 3L Sla B
DV 58 683k (s Sl slogny S 50 T o 535
S smn Jlaw 53 b hay ool e [P Lol 5 [V QU850
dlael ol B3l 5 [F] o pamass (0] &KL, b w8 8 J 28
Sl L eE 5 Sl lad ¢ mdly sWis Jiles 3l (5l Lol L Llods
o 6l ST sl sl 5 YU bl b files d5le (iyls (5 ,5b
Al D50 93 (5 903 58 gy (b b By cpl (oIl Sl ¢ il
S A3 5 a2bls S sl (5,8 3L AT 5 clagz, S oyl 05
Al e Sl o g3l

3 L5 1 s Y slal b & 28 (S 3k il L LIS (sl
Aol il o3l slafomely AT 53 (S5l Wlp s sl
ks a1 [A] (Sasli SBT 5K 5 [V (HRL) (o3 peddr 25
B S S 3k 53 o8 Ll lap 1S el 31 (S (Sagls ST
Gl B IS 4 Ll o p 35S0l 3l o3lial 3 58 oo o3lizul
55 S T ol Dy Gl a1 6,85k e e
sl o [AITD(N) 15 0T &8 558 o oS 5 Sawsls JETL gl TD
5TD (5,85 sl S o (b sl oo bainy ol oS 5
S o a3 ) B 53 A D8 5103 e s Ol 5 e 15745 e
(@353 250 3 8 08 i Sl g Oy 8 A8 0 J SN bl
A assn s TD o Il oS s ( Kaumli HUT 5l p A ltie
Al

G55 5 seb (onl ot odalie 2l gl Jlu 43 &S (55 Ul
G 5 wb 8 s a5 sla S5 4 s o 03y Grae
PN Sl e Gl 5 eap s e S (S5
3 ol 53 (2l it U cGree 5550k sl 3)5T 8 2l Jles
Al byl s 1y ol 5 asls bl (5,850 Caltee glatin
s 4 Gl Gl-0b) aer s L O ldl asis
GBS o Gres s S (] Sl ol 3png 5,8 i
g A3l VU sl b (slamosls Sl dm o7 (S5 5 & 58055 540
03,5 W il Gras (5,854 (S35 o e 7 il (e 5 Mo
ke 550568 oo 402 Lo puainn (e S ksl 0935 b
L s p 53 G Sty comile 6,83k Olamabe (Lyls 510
Sl eslizal b alie s 4 5 Grae 6,8 3L [V e ] dizals YU slal S
sl 5 0T S8 55 @l orn RL 51 53 555 slagz 81
el 0 (DRL) Gros (585 (6,850 Lot o) 5

Sre o sn B ($5 L 5 Goes (S 3L (5, e Dl
S 5 S 21 NV (DAN) Gos Q 58K5 pb 4 o (5,

Journal of Control, Vol. 14, No. 4, Winter 2021

IFAQ Glies; oF ojlod VF o o 287 Al


http://dx.doi.org/10.52547/joc.14.4.13
https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.20088345.1399.14.4.10.4
https://joc-isice.ir/article-1-668-en.html

[ Downloaded from joc-isice.ir on 2026-01-30 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.20088345.1399.14.4.10.4 ]

[ DOI: 10.52547/joc.14.4.13 ]

Vo s 58T 5580 L DON (5, 85k nl 3 o 21531

sl g G e (5 5 5 e o

JL;Jy)a)l;:al.ul{@a,a'eA,s,s'eSS;M\C,;\,
S NS ﬁ.))ﬂ 5 oki | Ken QF gy 25 el >

e okl g
S Qn e ln [A] (B ol 5,500 DBppme S S
[¥] ieSSls a5 45 ol Q (6,551 2 S ok 0303 ol
Jos s Sl (glaliad ¢ Al (lis 5o bbb Sl (gl 53 Al G 20
Q(5,@) pslie JS (sl Jgdr &S5 5 oslial 5 0390 <855 Sl
3 5 g 03Ul W e USG5 JSCn ) o (8 el aTSTL
e 55 @b oty [VF] L s L 25 b &S
— s Vpene 3 sdor 3l L W el s L Q(S, @ W)
035 48 (sl B L la sl (6,85L 6l e Jop 0Ll E sl
Q 3l 53 (Sl oaT 0 alslan 45 45" Sila e 5 Kls slla 0L ot

"\"}':‘6‘ oslatal

L(w) = E[(r + ymaxyQ(s',a’;w) — Q(s, a;w))?] ®)

Sy Ysame Ail o Ooda Hluia T+ ymax, Q(s',a’sw)
5 g o3lizal (ol 555 0L318 sy 51V 0L b (s5leaings
o dslee IS8 4 la el Q 6,85k ) S s bl en o

Mg Sl

0Q(s,a; w;
w;=wi+ a(y; — Qs @ Wi))% )

Ooda i y; =1+ ymaxgQ(s',a’; Wisq) Sl Lais

Wl ISl (5,5 5 el ST

Sl iy (sl 6,50k 5 6, Sk T e I Gl
53k 028 L AT (Saals 56T 556 L TD (5,551 TD()
AT g el Q) 6,550 0T Gams & 3350 S 5 Q
Gl a5l b yl0E (gas samme 1 S50 (s b ¢S Kamls
ol TDV) 53 23,8 oo 55 15 0l Olsesl Jlesl 5 ok odaline
w8 pE N Jasia jlie 5l e 5o plowl o8 a5l e 0Lzt
53 dle 61 5550 ST A€ [0, 1] il L N lie 5 e
((Sasls 1 ie (500 plasil o8 a5l des 0Lzt a8 TD(0)
23 o et Jes 6B T s Jasm Il i a ol
5 Doge 52 s ekd B op by Jeem Il Cin Loy
i Sl b B s S s 55 S S OT L I
Mg ez lp 51K s g0 o3lined Q Jpr lr 4 Q 3l
S g J1 K 5 (e 6 (sl 53580 35 5 oW el
N dslas Sy 4 LW s TD) ol by 355 by e 0T &

S oo Slen)sp

wp = wig + ade v)

Sl SAYTR) bz & MDP oS .ctls sl 5 ol
Dy sl 5 e O sl bl

o glas js Yl glac sema S @

Jaséwj:b&;jlsleA [

J;;'C;yslz- .

Sl T(5,2,87) & Sse ) @) S8 #6 T o
A Jor plwil LS I 5178 Sl 4 Oy Jlaz|

(Cl

Sl s ) g0 Bk g same SSLR(5,8)) 23k wGR
(Cult ol 458 - 538 Jas plsil
sl Jlazo| 457 Cenl Tty Gl (6,850 0,850 Jule ot
ol asgazea 0T 05,5 JLa b 5038 fpund 1S Sl 53158 s
Floly ol el o pd e a0l b )3 edd iy S
Wl 0deT 55 53 857) dolas S 0 0bj 55 R_E Jy5 25850
D B S

Ry = E{ro,¥7es1, Vo ez + 03 = E[Z B ykrt+k] M

STy ER)e;){jlzlﬂcjj:q@jb.géludglﬁ'[.] ol ys o8
Al 5 I Bb sl s bl o 53 os il s YIS
035 e Glp Sa e G polie &S gl AL 55 SL)
214 0Qr(s,a) Sl Jes GL? dzzed 3 gdoes MDP o oSty

sd e o (Y dsles) O 50

Q"(s,a) = Eq[R| s, =s,a,=a] =

E, [Z Y
k=0

JE sl (Bl dal (ule o 6y Qr (S, @) Jos 2500 w6
03,5 JLs e 5@ €A A Jos sl ) S €S 5 L= 5 5L s
—Md,,djyguy@uuu;ty&ns‘wmwp
¥ sl S 4 Llg e F dalee 2850 Shs bl 4 .cwls

355 e 85k

)

S¢ =s,a; = a

sy =s,a; =al

Qli(s,a) = E, [rt + Vzk_o)’kru-kﬂ

= Eg[ + YQF (St41 = 5, ¢4y = @)|s, = 5,0, = a]

()

—o,,uu:.ﬂ\f\ijlﬁ,;u:;)lcuM@b,;,ﬂoyuo\ygﬁ

Ry
St 9 S o ais 15 Q(5,a) S Sl sl T 4 Sl
Slr GG Gy 55 dalae 35 ol 5 Q7(S, @) gy 50l b 0T

5 on oy 5 B dolae SO 4 kg ) 6 e

Qia(s, @) = Ex[ry + ymax,Q;(s',a')ls, a] ®

Journal of Control, Vol. 14, No. 4, Winter 2021

IFAQ Glies; oF ojlod VF o o 287 Al


http://dx.doi.org/10.52547/joc.14.4.13
https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.20088345.1399.14.4.10.4
https://joc-isice.ir/article-1-668-en.html

[ Downloaded from joc-isice.ir on 2026-01-30 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.20088345.1399.14.4.10.4 ]

[ DOI: 10.52547/joc.14.4.13 ]

Sl ST 5580 LDQN (55l a3 o 2130 \#

sl g G e (5 5 5 e o

ol Dodn Sz by W 0T jo oS

L Sy -y
Sl 5 e o sl g ok sl DON w11 ol !
Ol5 ‘r‘i))is‘ o) 3m S1p 0 it B a5 Sk planil OT
et (u sl b a i HST w55 Q 6,85k Dsman 53,150
DON 5 55 Q 6,5k (e slacsa I (5,550 (26,
Dby 6rs
b sablan 3 5l i o8 35m s o wip g 2 Q 5,551
g e R N I N g SRS - Wi  C-
OLEs (V4] 01, e s Hasselt Low 5 o 45151 Wlae 3 .48 5w e
B s el S w855 Q (6,85 v"»«‘fﬁ ol &8 ol ok o3ls
S Al e ol s Bl sla 8 e 4 Ll e b ) Sy
2SI ol ol Sl el st 35 s (srae S ol
G a8 Gl eds S & S L asle 'dlf); DQN CU 4 Ld>
55T Cons 4 65b optiz 53 55 6 YL Szl S S or b
S Jae &8 sl Sl L1y obl ol 4] 68755 Q (5,55l
= Al e &S A enls Ol i el e o ) OT gl
53 s ools Eals uzils 55 s DON s o871, (5,5T0L 5 a7
A il S s
ol ol g p 4 [Y0] 0L 5 Schaul L 5 ods &) dlas s
b S Sl LSS Sl sk sl oS Sl ok sl
o) o 0 2 1SS O S fsn s St e 1S LSS
4 s S 5 5l 15 0 e RL ole 60 8755 ol so0lS
oS5l slafale s LSS s plwil (5,850 WylE s
Ll S o 13T clinls (655 &S oo 5 @ Waas od 3505 511, ST
5 Obea b1y baay o5 oSl 51 s ol (Y0 ] il b ot 1SS
b or gl iy sl (55, &
S L8 S i o g S A Sl el ) S8 ysb 4
39 oo drmloes QLTD (gl o1l Lo g5 o5 ol (5, 8L b oy
@l o T LS Prdlast b b 20 Ol plail (51 L i
3sddm g b andl W gd e Ol )l G ol odalin TD Gllas
o S s clishosls o 5 oS 3,15 OSGl 35 bl sla IS oS
LT s s Syl 53 487 gaz S kil bl 6,83 (sl 3L
G55k X8 T Glacssl 53 o5 s sl OLES 5039 iy e
213 S 2 @S 503l plail (5 s e
ol AW (w0l 141 [YV] 01, Ken s WaNG Lw 5 &5 (5,5 55
s Wl a,lulel e aSs Gl eslitel gbu Cul
-l S SVsb ladbil= (MLP) ¥ a0y (L J 58
b 0 LSS (65,5555 (RL s bayasSlst 5 (LSTM) ke

5 ey TD s 6=y, — Q(s,a; wy) O L5 &
9Q(s,a; wy)
an'

o5 b tib e 0T Kewls I luiee; = yde;_q +
5324 D) Gy 5 b d = 08 om0 55 8 il
2> gh o0 Ji.,\..JTD(O) "3
L5 355 Q 6,85k b ¢ Sals BT oS 5 53 ol 5,55 55
(las > &) Jlesl 53 OlasST Comy b 3,55 5 55 LOT Soslis oS
b hes Sl p U8 e 0l ST Sl [1] iSS15 QA e i
(S 2) Wb o ot (Sals 1A 0353 plonil Glay >
S Q) 3 5 (a5 o0 8 sa el o b Jor DTl 2 S ey
sd e B la o i 5 dla o Jlasl Sl &l [V0]
s Sis Cotle @bl 5 OV G Q 6,85 505
DON o 5581 ol cino gy 4ty Sl (5,531 53 cGons (55 31
so3ls Gl s 53 b 8 i Olsie 4 Goes s S K
a3 s 1 0T Jes 2550 JMie el ool Sl &S5 6l
S Je e O3 s 5S sl sl S I eslizd
Sl San 5 033 UL (s bl F ei S L Q 850
NS tn ol 0T 3530 El ST LV 555 [WV] o) S5 s
Wil el A ol & LisE

o4 G 8 L Pl 5 Sl gl ()

s L3 e
o)leﬁ:&A):&;QlﬁdﬁqJﬁb@g (¥

sl s Jl= s

Lol oS das o &l ol el «SKs ol b dblie sl DON
IS gl b I3 e 5 BB b 4 ) S L L5k
ol 95 S e enlizal [VA] 4 20 1SS 5IDON clas o clacdl>
¢SS 031, (86,0 Te Sea1) Jole 4,25 DQN (S (‘fﬁ 2P
Jos (e 5w Ty sap Sp 0T 53 & A8 s 0,55 0305 oKL
s le 33 e Spypq 5 Bl e ok CL )3 3l 5 edd ol
sl 5 6,53k 0l 53 DON et Sluyjsn sl ol
bl et g gola jsb 4 48T U e enlinal dolai (glazs
S5 s e (615 4 g (o ks otalie T3 (sla 108 oyl L1 ST
S st Il Gasiss o 68 b SE el s
S gabows 4 45 5 5b o Jo B8 Q (e L b (551G
L or 5 g bmnlin Q (6,8 3l ottt 03,557 s 4 (51 348 Q
(318 Q (5,8 5L 3 os o3l W O35 sls eyl 45 S em ol 4
S sla el b BN a5 (lo 53 Sy g 45 0k axils &5 2
A dslas Syse 4 DON Ooda iolie Lsi oo Sluyis s W ol

g e 03l ol

yi =r+ ymaxyQ(s',a’; wi_,) )

8 Prioritized Experience replay

! Overestimation
2 Double Deep Q Network

Journal of Control, Vol. 14, No. 4, Winter 2021

IFAQ Glies; oF ojlod VF o o 287 Al


http://dx.doi.org/10.52547/joc.14.4.13
https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.20088345.1399.14.4.10.4
https://joc-isice.ir/article-1-668-en.html

[ Downloaded from joc-isice.ir on 2026-01-30 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.20088345.1399.14.4.10.4 ]

[ DOI: 10.52547/joc.14.4.13 ]

WY s 58T 5580 L DON (5, 85k nl 3 o 21531

sl g G e (5 5 5 e o

w5 Gl e A g Do b s 1SS S ) S
el (e rar gl ole slal b

Solgy 95 -E
S5k b oS sl Ky 5l Q) 5,85k Caleea gl 3525 b
5 el S o A5 53 15 eSSl sl 5 S5 ol 3 e (Grae
s Sldes 53 Samls 1Ll s 2SSl Q) 4k cosle
30 8l Sleoisp 058 TD(L) 4 a5 L s o oo dilay >

sk e 8 d:w‘)ﬂq{a&m)lﬁ))ﬁUAW

Wi = Wiy + abE, )
:L)T BE) S
aQ(S, a; Wi)
B = yAEi + — o — av)
J
6=y —Q(s,a; wy) )

Sl Gda Jluae Yy =T 4+ ymaxy Q(s', a’s wi_g) of 4o s

DON 5 iy opl om oS Soslis o dalee L4 dhabas anylia b
GL0js 5 e (58S Sl eslinal b3 SKs) 55 cpl 3pd e paeiae
a5b 4 s S il Cald a b e lie s 3 Wiy
3G S Gl asbe Slsinn ol 6D Gl s

DIY] 58 on Jlesl g s 1S5 0550850 o el s 21,515
Algorithm. Deep Q Network with Eligibility Traces

1: initialize w with random values

2: initialize replay memory M with capacity N

3: for each episode repeat:

4 initialize E =0

5 initialize s

6: for each step in episode repeat:

7: choose action a according to e-greedy policy

8 take action a, observe reward r and next state s’

9: store transition (s,a,r,s’) in M

10: s« s

11 b < sample a sequence of transitions from replay
memory, M

12: if s, (as the last state in the sequence) == terminal:

13: y <0

14: else:

15: y « max,Q(spa; wo)

16: for each transition (s;, a;, 7, ;) in reverse(b)
repeat:

17: y «rit+ vy

18: E « yAE + W

19: 6§ «y—Q(sja;w)

20: w < w+ adE

21 until s is terminal
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